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ply^ho ’^S. Navy plane miss- 
North Korea might 
pth^^be described as an elab- 
£ .Orate electronic listening de- 
&vice and transmitter packed 
Kpinto the shell of a Lockheed 
Super v ConsteUati&W 
P besn specially modified. 

Almost , idpntial vejrsions 


a Pueblo- 



gence ship seized by North 
Korea in January 1968. 

The EC-121 is a modifica- 
tion of the commercial and 
troop carrier versioris ;; of the 
Super Constellation, which 
flew most major airlipe 
routes before jets were in- 
troduced. - r , - / # 

Its speed is 300 miles an , 


mis- 


tasks involved in 
sion. 

Similar reconnaissance 
missions have carried. tech- 
nicians .to. monitor communi- 
cations, interpreters to pro- 
vide immediate translations, 
maintenance personnel to 
keep the sensitive machin- 
ery im.wprkihg order,, a sec- 


i 


hour and. its range is 650 p : ond flight crew for lengthy 

piles-^ohEiip'ared ‘With |£he^ : - missions - and sometimes 

470*mile-an-an-hour speed ; 'armed — *■ *- 

/*• in the. air: fot , long .periods. of *^^4^500 plus range of .the / termini 
P time, have 1 been used by tjief' ^$ijg^piper- Constellation.^! fldglit- 
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ft. of the' plane, which can stay oC^.Q-mile-an-an-hour speed | ‘armed guards to prevent in- 
rSi* Awri/i :QRnn ranao +V 10 termingling be tween the 

crew and the highly 

hi Navy and Air- Force -for ; -P The EC-121 has more pow r classified activities in the in- 
i': nearly two decades for' a va- erful. engines than the 
1 riety Of missions ranging" Super Constellation and it 



jfo Vietnam. P ; . ; 

|§ Though v the 1 Pentagon 
p would not discuss thb .miS- jj 
|; sion of the missing ijlane, it 
I is almost certain that it in- 
p eluded the monitoring of 
£ radio communication— prob- 
ably Russian and Chinese as 
p well as North Koreian— and 
lithe detection of radar activi- 
t; ties. 


telligence section, of the 
plane. 

Because much of the com- 
munication to be monitored 
follows a line- of-sight track' 
and does not' reach beyond; 
tronic equipment is packed p' the horizon, airplanes such 
ifito the area otherwise used , as the EC : 121 have a decided 
cargo ; 'VQr p assengerS; ‘ - t » ofr-yritit** cWns such 


for 

Special radar equipment is 
mounted on huge domes 
protruding from the top of 
the fuselage and in sensors 
trailing from the belly. 

The flying^ crew of a 
Super Constellation is three 
to five members, but the 


m 


In this respect, the activi- ■: EC-121 reconnaissance plane 
| ties of the four-engine pro- carries a crew ranging frog} 
I peller-driven - EC-121 resem- IS to more than 30. 
f, bled those of the USS The size of the crew de- 
| Pueblo, the Navy intelli- pends on the electronic 


advantage rover ships such 
as the Poleblo. From their, 
height > -of 25,000 feet or 
more, they can intercept the 
communications without 
moving as close to the for- 
eign shore as a ship must. 

One role of EC-121 recon- 
naissance flights has been to 
intercept signals, make a 
permanent record of their 
“electronic fingerprints” and 
relay the information to the 
National Security Agency 


headquarters ; at Fort Meade 
near Washington. 

Through much of the last 
two decades, EC-121s flown 
by the Air Force from Otis 
AFB on the East Coast and 
McClellan AFB on the West 
Coast have been used as an 
off-shore radar watch that 
is, in effect, an aerial exten- 
sion of the North American 
Air Defense Command’s 
DEW line — a Distant Early 
Warning protection against 
enemy planes and missiles. 

The plane is also used 
routinely in the southeast 
United States for advance 
hurricane warning, penetrat- 
ing storms at 500 to 1000 
feet above the water and ris- 
ing into the eye of the hurri- 
cane, gathering data on 
wind force and direction. 

In Vietnam, a task force 
of the EC-121s is used to 
monitor enemy communica- 
tions and also, through elec- 
tronic emissions, to jam 
radar in enemy planes and 
ground facilities. From far 
offshore, the EC-121s played 
a major role during bomb- 
ing runs over North Viet- 
nam by emitting a protec- 
tive electronic screen that 
jammed ground radar de- 


vices. 
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